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Provision for wildlife Statement

1 INTRODUCTION

As part of the restoration plans, we have had to be mindful of all the members the animal
kingdom that would like to continue to use the area in and around the Guildhall in the safest
possible manner. To this end, we have had to net the roof to prevent any tiles falling on to the
ground and damaging property or even worse injuring the general public.

For the smaller creatures that inhabit the higher areas of the Guildhall we have received expert
advice from Natural England, RSPCA, Braintree District Council and the RSPB. They have all
confirmed that the netting has not affected the nesting areas of the swifts or access to the loft
space for the small number of brown long-eared bats (apparently they actually prefer the churchl!).
In fact, UK legislation is very clear on what we must do to protect the habitat for bats to roost
and hibernate. Therefore, our ongoing plans include providing suitable areas to allow both swifts
and bats to continue to use the Guildhall roof spaces.

2 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

Copies of correspondence from the above mentioned bodies follow.
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Mrs Jacquelyn Bargman
Clerk to the Trustees
Finchingfield Almshouse Trust
Willetts

Duck End

Finchingfield

CM7 4NA

Your ref:
Our ref: APR/3757/Braintree

27 June 2008
Dear Mrs Bargman
Bat roost at Trinity Guildhall, Finchingfield

Thank you for contacting us regarding proposed building works and their potential affect on bats. | am
writing to you following a report from Roger and Sylvia Jiggins of the Essex Bat Group, volunteer bat
workers acting on behalf of Natural England. Their report, following a visit to Trinity Guildhall on 8 June
2008, informs this advice.

Evidence of Brown long-eared bats was found in all the loft spaces especially the void above the Old
School Room and the loft over the Stair Well. The bats were gaining access between the irregular tiles,
and also through a hole in the roof beside the chimney. No maternity roost was found, but the building is
clearly used by a small number of bats, and may be a hibernation site.

As population numbers have fallen, all bats and their roosts are protected under The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and The Conservation [Natural Habitats & c.] Regulations 1994 (as
amended). You must not

o deliberately capture (or take), injure or kill a bat;

¢ intentionally or recklessly disturb a group of bats; where the disturbance is likely to significantly
affect the ability of any significant group of animals of that species to survive, breed or rear or
nurture their young or likely to significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the
species, whether in a roost or not
damage or destroy the breeding or resting place (roost) of a bat;
possess a bat (alive or dead), or any part of a bat;
intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost
sell (or offer for sale) or exchange bats (alive or dead), or parts of bats.

In the context of the above legislation, and the proposed building works, Natural England offers the
following advice which seeks to ensure that any disturbance to bats is minimised, and that the legislation
is not breached.

We therefore advise that the works can proceed, provided that:-

Bat access to the loft above the Masters Room / Stairwell and the ridge void above the Old School Room
is retained, ideally through the provision of access points on the south slope — one into the former loft
and two into the latter. All three points should be under the tile ridge or within 300mm of the ridge, with a
minimum 20mm gap through the insulation into the void. A small rough sawn timber alighting board
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should be provided under the access point in the roof void — The Jiggins can provide advice if required
on this.

In the interests of conservation, we would prefer that the bat entrance specified for the stairwell loft
should be moved to the roof of alms house No 4, so that the bats could have access to the new loft,
avoiding disturbance between them and the Swifts nesting in the stairwell loft.

The work can start at any time of year.

When the bat entrances are complete, and before the scaffolding is removed, the Jiggins to be informed
in order to confirm their suitability.

Any roosting bats found during the works should be cared for by calling 07734 265571 (Jan Ragg of the
Essex Bat Group rescue team).

Please show a copy of this letter to any person employed by you or assisting you in carrying out
this work. It is the responsibility of those commissioning or managing the work to ensure that the advice
provided is passed to all contractors carrying out work affecting the bats or their roost. This advice only
applies to the above property. We recommend that you retain this letter in case the need arises to
demonstrate that you have sought advice. Please do not hesitate to contact Natural England if you
foresee any difficulties or have any questions about this advice.

Thank you again for taking the trouble to seek advice. The successful conservation of such threatened
mammals depends on the availability of a range of roost sites that provide suitable conditions to meet
their needs throughout the year; bats therefore depend very much on the goodwill of those involved in
works such as yourself, and Natural England is very appreciative of the supportive attitude of the
Trustees towards these animals.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Robinson
Planning and Biodiversity Adviser
Four Counties Government Team (Beds.Cambs.Herts & Essex)

andrew.robinson@naturalengland.org.uk

CC:  Sibyl Thomas, Kay Pilsbury Architects.
R&S Jiggins, Essex Bat Group
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aNest Places In Eaves

ASuggestions for simple conversion and adaptation of eaves and lofts spaces to
house Swifts cleanly and without fuss. By using the principles and dimensions of the
designs below, existing eaves nest spaces can be saved, and new ones created.

Aldeally, all nest-places should be out of direct sunlight. Where nest-places within
direct sunlight are being replaced, care should be taken to respect the original
dimensions, as these (for example the depth inside the eaves) may have kept the site
cool enough to permit successful breeding.

AMinimum nest place dimensions are 30cm wide by 50cm long by 20cm high. A
sloping roof of lesser height is acceptable as long as there is adequate space further
back for the Swifts to be able to flap their wings. The entrance hole can be any size
from 30mm to 50mm, round or oval, in either the base or side wall of the nest space.
An oval hole 33mm high by 55mm wide is ideal and should exclude Starlings and
Pigeons.

AN.B. The loft area's ventilation and insulation should if necessary be examined and
assured by experts before starting work. Ventilation benefits Swifts, who often suffer
from overheated nest places.

Swift nest places in existing "open”
eaves.

Boxing in the loft space adjacent to the eaves to create a nest space just within the
loft replicates the existing nesting spaces used by the Swifts, but formalises them,
making them safer from intrusion and predation. It limits the birds' access to only a
small part of the loft interior, while maintaining the loft ventilation inherent in the
original design. Insulation values can be improved by installing rigid insulation
board in the Swifts nesting space, while using loose fibre glass insulation outside
their nest areas, as shown below.
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Creating nest places in existing "open' eaves

Roof surface \

Plywood partition, installed 30
/to 50 ¢cm inside the loft from the

eaves ventilation gap, with
insect-proof ventilation grilles
fitted to ensure continued
good loft ventilation

=30 to 50¢

Lateral separation
panels may be fitted
within the eaves at 50
Loft Floor to100cm intervals if

) desired - it may
between the Swifts

Insulation

Existing eaves Exterior Wall

air gap for loft
ventilation and
Swift access -
minimum height
33 mm

This procedure can be used to formalise
existing Swift nesting within a loft.

Take care to do the work only when the birds
are notin the UK, i.e. during September to April

Designing-in Swift nest places in new
eaves.

This solution uses exterior quality plywood to box in the eaves, providing a base
floor and internal partitions, with entrance holes drilled in the underside or front face
to give access to each nest-space. It can be easily adapted to suit a very wide range
of pitched and flat-roofed buildings, provided they have overhanging eaves and
these are 5 metres or more above ground.
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A Swift Eaves Soffit Nest Box

The box ¢an run the full length of the eaves, or just for part. It can be made
from 12mm Exterior Quality Plywood. Each nest space is a minimum size of

30c¢m wide x 50¢m long x 20¢m high (at wall), with internal partitions at 50 to
100¢m intervals. The Swifts' entrance holes are 33 x 55 mm oval.

New buildings with pitched or
flat roofs and overhanging
eaves are easy to adaptto
house Swifts.

The Swift Eaves Soffit
Nestbox is designed and
fitted to the underside of the
eaves, and decorated to suit
the building.

Fixings depend on the
materials - take professional
advice if you are in doubt.

entrance hole 33 x 55mm oval or
rectangle placed adjacent to the wall

exterior wall ___.--—'

.Back to Installing Swift Nest Places F Back to Contents



Date: 20 November 2009
Reference: Miscellaneous
Your ref:  ESX_CM74NW_131009

ENGLAND

Mrs Jackie Bargeman Natural England
Clerk to the Trustees Harbour House
Finchingfield Almshouse Trust Hythe Quay
Willetts Ehe Hythe

olchester
D.UCk End Essex
Finchingfield CO2 8JF
CM7 4NA

cc. Sybil Thomas, Kay Pilsbury Architects

Dear Mrs Bargeman,

Bat Roost at Trinity Guildhall, Church Hill, Finchingfield, Braintree, Essex, CM7 4NW

Summary of Advice:

Thank you for inviting Roger & Sylvia Jiggins, Natural England’s volunteer bat workers, to
further discussions regarding the proposed work at the above property. This paragraph
summarises our advice to you. Please read the letter in full and show a copy of it to anyone
employed by you or assisting you in carrying out this work. Please undertake the work
outside of 1 December and 28 February and in accordance to the advice below, in order to
comply with the legislation. Please contact us immediately if you foresee any difficulty in
carrying out the work under our advice.

Background and survey information

The law protecting bats is strict and usually it is best to organise the work so as to avoid affecting
bats or their roosts, thereby avoiding the risk of committing offences. In situations where there is a
bat roost, Natural England offers free advice on how and when proposed work should be carried
out in order to comply with the legislation (please see below for a summary). If it is not possible to
follow our advice on avoiding offences, in certain circumstances, a licence may be available.

Following a meeting with you in the summer of 2009, we have received a report from Roger &
Sylvia Jiggins, Natural England’s volunteer bat workers, and | am writing to confirm their advice.

I understand that the Trust has past the first stage for an HLF grant for restoration of the building.
This meeting was to discuss the way forward with regard to bats. The second assessment for a

grant will take place in June 2010, and the end of September 2010 is the earliest likely start date
for the work being planned by Kay Pilsbury architects.

Roger & Sylvia re-iterated recommendations made after their survey on 8 June 2008 that roof
voids should be left available for brown long-eared bats. They have since spoken to Sybil Thomas
of Kay Pilsbury Architects who has confirmed that roof voids will be available in bays 1, 8 & 9
shown in plan 0605/PD/11 (enclosed). These are the extreme left and right hand bays, located at
each end of the existing building.

The bat workers were given to understand from this conversation that the loft over bay 1 will be
used for storage and may not be suitable for brown long-eared bats because of disturbance. Their
droppings may also cause a long-term problem if bats used the loft. The loft over bays 8 & 9 will



only have a small hatch entrance and would be suitable for bats. It is also the loft that is used by a
Swift colony that probably has double figure pairs nesting. This nesting is at the eaves of the loft
on top of the soffit; bird access at the eaves lets in a certain amount of light. We understand that it
is hoped that this nesting colony will be retained, which Natural England supports. If access points
are small, the light will be restricted and brown long-eared bats could use the loft above the Swifts.
To overcome any problem with light in the void, the Swift nesting area the length of the soffit and
eaves overhang should be blocked off from the loft area to prevent birds and light seepage from
entering the loft.

There is a possibility that bats use the building for hibernation as it is currently very cold and is
situated close to Finchingfield church, known to be used by at least 2 species of bats (brown long-
eared and pipistrelle). Therefore demolition of the building must not take place between December
1% and February 28" so as to avoid disturbing bats when they are in deep hibernation.

Natural England recommends the following to avoid harming bats and to provide suitable roost
sites. If you cannot follow this course of work, please contact Natural England for further advice (via the
Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228) as it may mean that you need to apply for a licence.

e The specification must include a roof void that is suitable for, and accessible to, brown
long-eared bats as stated above.

e Bat entrances must be constructed into the roof void above bays 8 & 9 as follows: For each
entrance, two well curved tiles are selected and installed with a gap beneath them of
20mm, by fixing a small piece of tile either side with resin to raise them up by this amount.
A hole is made in the two underlying tiles and through any insulation or membrane below
the tiles. There should be a clear 20mm gap through into the loft space. Two entrances like
this should be formed on the south facing roof slope over the void and 0.5m down from the
ridge. A small, rough sawn alighting board should be fixed internally below the exit hole. It
is also possible that a single letterbox entrance constructed at the gable end would be a
suitable alternative rather than through the roof tiles. Roger and Sylvia Jiggins are willing to
advise on the above and can be contacted directly or by calling Natural England (via the
Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228).

¢ The Swift roosting area should be separated from the loft area as detailed above and in the
London’s Swifts web site. (see http://www.londons-swifts.org.uk/Eaves.htm and enclosed).
This design of Swift box would not interfere with bat the roost.

¢ When the detailed specification is complete, a copy should be forwarded to the Bat
Conservation Trust (15 Cloisters House, 8 Battersea Park Road, London SW8 4BG), to the
attention of Roger & Sylvia Jiggins.

e No work should start between December 1% and February 28" so as to avoid disturbing
bats when they are in deep hibernation.

¢ Please inform all contractors that bats may be present on the site, and as there is always
the possibility of bats being present at any time of the year, a careful search should be
made for bats immediately prior to work commencing.

e If any bats are discovered during a search or whilst work is in progress, we recommend
that you pause work in order to avoid committing offences and consult Natural England for
further advice (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228) immediately.

Legislation
As population numbers have fallen, all bats and their roosts are protected under The Wildlife and

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and The Conservation [Natural Habitats & c.] Regulations 1994 (as
amended). You must not


http://www.londons-swifts.org.uk/Eaves.htm

o deliberately capture (or take), injure or kill a bat;

e intentionally or recklessly disturb a group of bats, where the disturbance is likely to either
(a) impair their ability to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or
to hibernate or migrate, or (b) to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of
the species, in either case whether in a roost or not;

damage or destroy the breeding or resting place (roost) of a bat;

possess a bat (alive or dead), or any part of a bat;

intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost

sell (or offer for sale) or exchange bats (alive or dead), or parts of bats.

Please show a copy of this letter to any person employed by you or assisting you in carrying
out this work. It is the responsibility of those commissioning or managing the work to ensure that the
advice provided is passed to all contractors carrying out work affecting the bats or their roost. This
advice only applies to the above property. We recommend that you retain this letter in case the need
arises to demonstrate that you have sought advice. We may be required to monitor the outcome of this
advice. Please do not hesitate to contact Natural England (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845
1300 228), quoting your reference number, if you foresee any difficulties or have any questions about
this advice. We may contact you to see if the advice was helpful.

If in the future any other works are proposed that may affect bats or their roosts, please contact
Natural England (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228) for further advice in advance.

Thank you again for taking the trouble to seek advice. The successful conservation of such threatened
mammals depends on the availability of a range of roost sites that provide suitable conditions to meet
their needs throughout the year; bats therefore depend very much on the goodwill of individuals such as
yourself.

Yours sincerely,

y “ (-_;,';Ir?f'i:; e
2eiya
L5 g
Crystal Schintz
Helpline Officer
The Bat Conservation Trust, acting on behalf of Natural England

0845 1300 228
enquiries@bats.org.uk

Enc. Natural England letter dated 27 June 2008, one page of the proposed specification, copy from London’s Swifts web site.
Focus on Bats leaflet.



Date: 30 December 2009
Reference: Miscellaneous
Your ref:  ESX_CM74NW_301209

ENGLAND
Natural England
Mrs Jackie Bargeman Harbour House
Clerk to the Trustees Hythe Quay
Finchingfield Almshouse Trust Zhe Hythe
. olchester
Willetts Essex
Duck End CO2 8JF
Finchingfield
CM7 4NA

cc. Sybil Thomas, Kay Pilsbury Architects

Dear Mrs Bargeman,

Bat Roost at Trinity Guildhall, Church Hill, Finchingfield, Braintree, Essex, CM7 4NW

Summary of Advice:

This advice is an amendment to that given in our letter to you dated 20 November 2009,
reference ESX_CM74NW_131009. This paragraph summarises our advice to you. Please read
the letter in full and show a copy of it to anyone employed by you or assisting you in carrying
out this work. Please undertake the work outside of 1 December and 28 February, ensuring
bat access is provided in accordance to the advice below, in order to comply with the
legislation. Please contact us immediately if you foresee any difficulty in carrying out the
work under our advice.

Background and survey information

The law protecting bats is strict and usually it is best to organise the work so as to avoid affecting
bats or their roosts, thereby avoiding the risk of committing offences. In situations where there is a
bat roost, Natural England offers free advice on how and when proposed work should be carried
out in order to comply with the legislation (please see below for a summary). If it is not possible to
follow our advice on avoiding offences, in certain circumstances, a licence may be available.

| understand that the planning application for restoration is now with the Braintree District Council,
who requested a further bat survey as the previous survey was out of date. We have received a
report from Roger & Sylvia Jiggins, Natural England’s volunteer bat workers, who revisited the
church on 9 December 2009.

Since a survey by Roger & Sylvia on 8 June 2008, two small accumulations of mixed fresh and old
long-eared bat droppings had appeared in the loft at the east end of the building (Bay 1 end).
Roost sites were noted on the rafters in the loft, with bat access present between tiles.

Advice was given in our letter dated 20 November 2009, reference ESX_CM74NW _131009,
following the original survey and your meeting with Roger and Sylvia on 14 August 2009. The
advice below modifies the advice given in our previous letter (enclosed). If you cannot follow this
course of work, please contact Natural England for further advice (via the Bat Conservation
Trust on 0845 1300 228) as it may mean that you need to apply for a licence.



Though a final specification has not been drawn and agreed yet, it is understand that two loft
spaces will be provided for use by bats. One will be in Bay 1, over the store, which is on the first
floor with toilets below. This should be provided with a loft hatch, which is fitted with a lock to
prevent human access in the summer months. We understand that the roof of the Guildhall is to be
insulated with a warm roof construction.

Bat access to this loft must be provided at the south elevation eaves through the soffit with two
accesses, measuringl5mm wide and 200mm long, next to the building wall. There should be a
vertical landing board measuring100mm deep of rough sawn timber below each access. The
timber can be roughed by horizontal saw cuts up to a depth of Imm. It is assumed that the soffit
will be constructed of timber, not plastic, and bats can crawl on its internal surface by the access
gap. If the soffit is not constructed of timber, please contact us for further advice.

A further access through the east gable wall of a letterbox design should also be provided. This
should be situated two thirds of the height of the loft down from the loft apex. This access should
also be 15mm deep by 200mm and should have a vertical alighting board on both the internal and
external faces of the wall constructed as above.

As the loft area is small, it is important to keep the accesses low to preserve the loft temperature
near the apex where the bats are likely to roost.

The other loft area will be provided in Bays 8/9 at the west end where the Swifts nest. It would
appear that about eight Swift nests were used this year at the north and south eaves. Advise was
previously given for retaining the Swift nesting area and separating this from the main loft area that
may be used by the bats. Two bat access points should be provided at eaves height in the east
gable wall. As final plans are not available detailing the eaves in this area, we cannot offer specific
advice, but their construction should be based on the accesses detailed above. A locked loft hatch
should be provided for inspection.

Natural England must be informed (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228) when
the bat access points are constructed so they can be inspected. This is the responsibility of the
Trustees and the Architect.

A copy of the final drawings must be forwarded to the Bat Conservation Trust (15 Cloisters House,
8 Battersea Park Road, London SW8 4BG), to the attention of Roger & Sylvia Jiggins as soon as
they are available and before work starts.

Roger and Sylvia Jiggins are willing to offer further advice on the construction of the bat access
points if required.

No work should start between December 1% and February 28" so as to avoid disturbing bats when
they are in deep hibernation. Please inform all contractors that bats may be present on the site,
and as there is always the possibility of bats being present at any time of the year, a careful search
should be made for bats immediately prior to work commencing.

If any bats are discovered during a search or whilst work is in progress, we recommend that
you pause work in order to avoid committing offences and consult Natural England for further
advice (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228) immediately.

Legislation

As population numbers have fallen, all bats and their roosts are protected under The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and The Conservation [Natural Habitats & c.] Regulations 1994 (as
amended). You must not
o deliberately capture (or take), injure or kill a bat;
e intentionally or recklessly disturb a group of bats, where the disturbance is likely to either
(a) impair their ability to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or



to hibernate or migrate, or (b) to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of
the species, in either case whether in a roost or not;

damage or destroy the breeding or resting place (roost) of a bat;

possess a bat (alive or dead), or any part of a bat;

intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost

sell (or offer for sale) or exchange bats (alive or dead), or parts of bats.

Please show a copy of this letter to any person employed by you or assisting you in carrying
out this work. It is the responsibility of those commissioning or managing the work to ensure that the
advice provided is passed to all contractors carrying out work affecting the bats or their roost. This
advice only applies to the above property. We recommend that you retain this letter in case the need
arises to demonstrate that you have sought advice. We may be required to monitor the outcome of this
advice. Please do not hesitate to contact Natural England (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845
1300 228), quoting your reference number, if you foresee any difficulties or have any questions about
this advice. We may contact you to see if the advice was helpful.

If in the future any other works are proposed that may affect bats or their roosts, please contact
Natural England (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300 228) for further advice in advance.

Thank you again for taking the trouble to seek advice. The successful conservation of such threatened
mammals depends on the availability of a range of roost sites that provide suitable conditions to meet
their needs throughout the year; bats therefore depend very much on the goodwill of individuals such as
yourself.

Yours sincerely,

Crystal Schintz

Helpline Officer

The Bat Conservation Trust, acting on behalf of Natural England
0845 1300 228

enquiries@bats.org.uk

Enc. Natural England letter dated 20 November 2009



